Directions Governing Type-approved Batch Inspection of Medium Density Fiberboard and Particleboard 
Adopted and promulgated by the Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection, Ministry of Economics Affairs, on 9 October 2007.
Amended by the Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection, Ministry of Economic Affairs on 5 February 2008.
1. These Directions are established for the conduction of the type-approved batch-by-batch inspection (hereinafter referred to as the type approval) of medium density fiberboard and particleboard.

2.  The terms used by these Directions are defined as follows:

(1)
Same Type: applicable Chinese National Standards（CNS）, agglutinant, factory and country of origin. For fire-retardant products, additional fire-retardant grade.
(2)
Main Type :Of the same type, those thickest.

(3)
Series of the type: Of the same type, those except for the main type belong to the series type.

(4)
Same specification: those in the same type with same thickness.

3.  A type test applicant shall submit the type classification table and triplicate technical documents listed below and samples for each main type and each series type to the BSMI, its branches（measuring formaldehyde emission and labels not including Tainan and Hualien branches；measuring fire-retardant not including Tainan , Hualien branches；）or designated testing laboratories recognized by the BSMI for a type test application.

(1) List of specification：type/code number reference table, merchandise structure (including section map), component material (including materials for surface processing), and type of agglutinant. 

(2) Color photographs (4”X6” or larger) of finished products against the thickness sector provided by the manufacturer.

(3) Manufacture process overview
(4) Specimen of Chinese label
(5) Samples: Each main type and series type should be sampled at least two pieces (each piece can be cut into the size of 150mm (length) x 50mm (width) x 10 pieces x 2).

4.  Principle of the Type Test:
For the main type- test for measuring formaldehyde emission and label check; series type-test for measuring formaldehyde emission is applied to the thinnest material with least layer number.  Suppose there are more than 5 series types, the commodity with middle thickness shall be additionally selected for the measuring formaldehyde emission test.
5.  If any alteration of approved types in the type approval certificate occurs, the following procedures shall be applied:
(1) For those thicker than the main type, the applicant shall apply for the type approval certificate to the BSMI or its Branches with jurisdiction over the applicant (hereinafter referred to as the inspection authority).
(2) For extra series type (same with the original main type), the applicant shall apply for the type test to the inspection agency that issues the original type test report and for renewing the type approval certificate.  For the commodity not thinner than the originally thinnest: the commodity in the new series with middle thickness shall be selected for formaldehyde emission test.  For the commodity thinner than or as thick as but with less layer number than the originally thinnest: the thinnest and with the least number of layers from the new series shall be selected for formaldehyde emission test.
6.
For plywood with the type approval certificate, the inspection authority can execute the batch-by-batch inspection according to the following methods:

(1) While applying, the obligatory inspection applicant should ensure commodities with same specification are in the same batch.

(2) For the obligatory inspection applicants who make the first application for the batch-by-batch inspection, the inspection authority will randomly select some medium density fiberboard and particleboard for the Sampling inspection.  If the selected medium density fiberboard and particleboard is approved, the inspection authority may conduct a random-sampling batch inspection with a 5% probability and those not sampled shall be conducted document reviews, simplifying the process.

(3) For those that did not pass the Sampling inspection, the simplified inspection procedures on the preceding Clauses may be resumed after five consecutive batches and three times of the quantity of the disqualified commodities owned by the same obligatory inspection applicants have been filed for inspection and all have passed testing with batch by batch inspection.

(4) The number of sampling is based on CNS.  Suppose commodities to be inspected are more than two containers of transportation, those in at least two containers will be sampled. 

(5) Inspection items are formaldehyde emission and labels. For fire-retardant products, additionally measuring fire-retardant test and testing place is same with fire-retardant building materials.

(6) The term for Sampling inspection is 7 days after the arrival of samples.

7. If an inspection authority has been reported or there are doubts about the consistency of conformity with the inspection standard of the commodity that has been filed for inspection, then the commodity may be sampled for formaldehyde emission test, Chinese labeling check or fier-retardant test.
8. Those unapproved- if the amount of formaldehyde emission is more than 3.0mg/liter, the applicant cannot apply for re-inspection, while more than 3.5mg/liter, no new inspection application.  Applicants who make the new inspection application should improve the unqualified commodities within 3 months upon receiving the notice of unsatisfactory inspection results.
9. In addition to the following items shall be marked on the commodity's body, the obligatory inspection applicant shall mark either on the commodity's body or packages all the requirements specified in relevant inspection standards and Article 11 of the Act:
(1) Commodity Inspection Mark: a graphic symbol and a Roman letter ‘T’ followed by a designated code printed by the obligatory inspection applicant.
(2) The grade of formaldehyde emission (F1, F2 or F3).
(3) Manufacturer’s (or importer’s) name, address or trademark.
(4) Commodity’s manufacturing date or batch number.
While applying for inspection, the obligatory inspection applicant shall fill in the application with the commodity’s manufacturing date or batch number.

Where the commodities are directly handed over to the downstream users for construction use or further processing with their original packages, the obligatory inspection applicant may submit an application form to the inspection authority applying for marking on the commodity's body only the manufacturing date or batch number and exempting the rest marking requirements mentioned in the first Paragraph.
10. The CNS Mark test report with the issue date that is within one year before the application of type approval and issued after 2006 August 24 can cover for the type test report.  However, the CNS Mark test report can supersede the type test report of one main type or a series type only.
