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Oxidase test
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Count all colonies giving a negative oxidase reaction as coliform bacteria.
Count all colonies giving a negative oxidase and a positive indole reaction

as E. coli.

Coliform bacteria are Gram-negative non-sporeforming, oxidase-negative, rod-
shaped bacteria which are capable of aerobic and facultatively anaerobic growth in

the presence of bile-salts (or other surface-active agents with similar growth-inhibiting

properties), and which are normally able to ferment lactose with the production of
acid and aldehyde within 48 h when incubated at a temperature of (36 2) °C. They
also possess the enzyme -galactosidase.
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Listeria monocytogenes

Listeria
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