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Chapter 1
General Principles
Article 
1

These Regulations are established in accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 11 of the Standards Act.
Article 
2  

The dedicated authority in charge of standards may announce a list of products to which the designated national standards items mentioned in Article 10 of the Standards Act apply as products within the scope of application of the CNS Mark (hereinafter referred to as “the CNS Mark Product List”). The same shall apply when the dedicated authority in charge of standards intends to withdraw products from the list.

Article 
3
Products included in the CNS Mark Product List as mentioned in the previous Article may be allowed to use the CNS Mark if they meet the following requirements:

1. Where the quality management (hereinafter referred to as “QM”) of the factory has been registered in a quality management system as specified by the dedicated authority in charge of standards.
2. Where the products meet relevant national standards after inspection and testing.

The dedicated authority in charge of standards shall specify and announce the quality management system referred to in subparagraph 1 of the preceding paragraph.

Article 
4
The pattern of CNS Mark is:
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The dimensions of the above pattern shall be prescribed and announced by the dedicated authority in charge of standards.

Article 
5
The CNS Mark as mentioned in the preceding Article, together with the certificate number, shall be affixed prominently to the body of the products that are granted the use of the CNS Mark (hereinafter referred to as “the CNS Mark products”). Where it is not possible to affix the CNS Mark to the body of the product, the Mark shall be affixed to the packaging or containers of the product. For products in loose packaging, the Mark shall be displayed on the delivery notes.

If the CNS Mark is not affixed to the product in accordance with the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the dedicated authority in charge of standards shall notify the responsible person of the product to rectify within a specified period not more than one month. The specified period may be extended for one more month upon approval for one time only.

Article 
6
The dedicated authority in charge of standards may commission other government agencies or associations (hereinafter referred to as “commissioned agencies”) to conduct relevant activities, such as QM assessments, product sampling, inspection and issuance (replacement) of CNS Mark certificates.

Article 
7
The dedicated authority in charge of standards may recognize QM certification bodies (hereinafter referred to as “recognized QM certification bodies”) or testing laboratories to conduct relevant activities, such as the QM assessments, product sampling and inspection.
Chapter 2   
Applications
Article 
8
Manufacturers applying for the use of CNS Mark (hereinafter referred to as “applicants”) shall select the classification of CNS Mark applicable for their products, and different manufacturing plants shall file applications separately.
Each product is limited to one application. However, if the product is subject to further classifications, applications shall be made based on such classifications. One application is allowed for each classification.
Separate applications shall be made for different products produced and manufactured by the same plant. Where the same product is produced and manufactured by different plants of the same company, separate applications shall be made in respect of different plants.

Article 
9
Before applying for the CNS Mark, an applicant shall first apply for QM certification with the dedicated authority in charge of standards or a recognized QM certification body.
The dedicated authority in charge of standards or recognized certification body mentioned in the preceding paragraph shall dispatch auditors to the applicant to perform assessments and prepare the report, which shall be delivered to the applicant.
Article 
10
Before applying for the CNS Mark, an applicant shall first apply for product inspection with the dedicated authority in charge of standards or a recognized testing laboratory.

The dedicated authority in charge of standards or recognized testing laboratory mentioned in the preceding paragraph shall dispatch inspectors to the applicant to sample products, which shall be inspected or witness tested against related national standards. A report shall be prepared after inspection or testing and delivered to the applicant.
Article 
11
An applicant shall prepare and submit an application form together with the following documents and the application fee to the dedicated authority in charge of standards:
1. A copy of company or business registration certificate and a copy of factory registration certificate or other equivalent certificate. A foreign applicant shall provide relevant supporting documents.
2. Basic information of the manufacturer.

3. Copies of valid QM certificates and copies of compliance reports of product inspection issued within 6 months prior to the application by the dedicated authority in charge of standards, a commissioned agency, a recognized QM certification body or recognized testing laboratory.

When making the application mentioned in the preceding paragraph, a foreign applicant may authorize an agent who has a house or business place in the Republic of China to act on his/her behalf.

Where any of the documents submitted under the first paragraph are in a foreign language, their Chinese translations shall also be provided at the same time.
Where an application does not comply with the requirements of the preceding three paragraphs, the dedicated authority in charge of standards shall notify the applicant to rectify within a specified time limit. The application shall not be accepted if the rectification is not made within the specified time limit or noncompliance still exists after rectification. 
Article 
12
Where an application complies with the relevant provisions after review, the dedicated authority in charge of standards shall issue the CNS Mark certificates, and may issue an English certificate based upon application. Where the application does not comply with the relevant provisions, the application shall be rejected with reasons stated.

Article 
13
Under any of the following circumstances, manufactures may apply for witness testing with reasons stated to the dedicated authority in charge of standards, in addition to situations where witness testing is already specified:
1. Huge and heavy products that are not easy for delivery;

2. Delicate and fragile products that are easy to be damaged;

3. Dangerous products that are easy to cause dangers;

4. The testing laboratory of the factory complies with the requirements of CNS 17025 (ISO/IEC 17025) and is accredited by a laboratory accreditation body of our country or of the local country, which has signed the Mutual Recognition Agreement developed by the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation, with the items and the accreditation scope covered by the applicable national standards for products.
5. Other special circumstances approved by the dedicated authority in charge of standards.

The dedicated authority in charge of standards after accepting the applications may conduct on-site investigations to the applicant. An approval of witness testing will be granted if any of the circumstances mentioned in the preceding paragraph is met and the applicant is equipped with adequate testing facilities and capable of performing testing items against national standards. 
Chapter 3   
Administration

Article 
14
The dedicated authority in charge of standards or recognized QM certification bodies may conduct non-periodical surveillance visits to the manufacturers who are allowed to use the CNS Mark (hereinafter referred to as “CNS Mark registered manufacturers”). The surveillance shall be conducted at least once a year. Surveillance reports shall be prepared and provided to CNS Mark registered manufacturers.

Where non-compliance with the requirements of subparagraph 1 of the first paragraph of Article 3 is found during the surveillance, the dedicated authority in charge of standards shall notify the manufacturer to rectify within a specified time limit not more than one month. Upon expiration of the specified time limit, the surveillance shall be conducted again.

The CNS Mark shall not be used on products manufactured during the rectification period mentioned in the preceding paragraph.

Article 
15
The dedicated authority in charge of standards and recognized testing laboratories may purchase samples of CNS Mark products from the market or take samples from the premises of CNS Mark registered manufacturers to conduct product inspection. The inspection reports shall be prepared and provided to the CNS Mark registered manufacturers.

If the CNS Mark registered manufacturers are not in agreement with the inspection results mentioned in the preceding paragraph, they may apply to the dedicated authority in charge of standards for re-inspection by submitting relevant facts and evidence within one month from the day following receipt of the reports.

The re-inspection mentioned in the preceding paragraph may be conducted on samples previously obtained or new samples further selected on random basis.

Where applications for re-inspection are not made, or the re-inspection results still identify noncompliance with subparagraph 2 of the first paragraph of Article 3, the dedicated authority in charge of standards shall notify the CNS Mark registered manufacturers for rectification within a specified time limit not more than one month. Upon expiration of the time limit, product inspection shall be conducted again in accordance with the first paragraph. Further applications for re-inspection will not be allowed.

The CNS Mark shall not be used on products manufactured during the rectification period mentioned in the preceding paragraph.

Article 
16
The dedicated authority in charge of standards, recognized QM certification bodies, or recognized testing laboratories may dispatch staff to plants, business locations or other relevant places to conduct on-site checks or witness testing or request relevant information when conducting non-periodical surveillance or product inspection on CNS Mark registered manufacturers.
Manufacturers shall not evade, impede or deny the inspection, testing or requirements mentioned in the preceding paragraph without due reasons.
Article 
17
The CNS Mark registered manufacturers that suspend manufacturing of CNS Mark products shall file the reasons and period of suspension with the dedicated authority in charge of standards within three months from the day following the suspension day.

The period of suspension mentioned in the preceding paragraph may not exceed one year. An extension of six month can be granted if there are good causes and an approval is given by the dedicated authority in charge of standards.
The CNS Mark shall not be applied to products manufactured during the suspension period mentioned in the preceding paragraph. Where a filing is made according to the provisions of the first paragraph, the CNS Mark may continue to be applied to products manufactured prior to the suspension period within one year from the day following the suspension day.

Before expiration of the suspension period mentioned in the second paragraph, the CNS Mark registered manufacturers may apply the CNS Mark to their products only after they have informed the dedicated authority in charge of standards that manufacturing of CNS Mark products has been resumed.

Article 
18
Manufacturing of CNS Mark products shall be deemed suspended if any of the following situations was found when non-periodical surveillance or product inspection is conducted to CNS Mark registered manufacturers:

1. The factory has no record of manufacturing CNS Mark products and quality management for the most recent year;
2. Where purchases of CNS Mark products are made from market places designated by the registered manufacturers for two consecutive times and samples of the CNS Mark products are selected from the registered manufacturers for one time within the most recent three months, no sufficient quantity required for inspection can be obtained or the manufacturing dates are before the dates of the previous sampling.
Article 
19
Where national standards applicable to the CNS Mark are revised or rescinded and result in the change of applicable standards, the dedicated authority in charge of standards shall notify the CNS Mark registered manufacturers to rectify according to the revised or newly applicable national standards within six months. An extension of six months can be granted if there is a rectification plan approved by the dedicated authority in charge of standards.

Within one year from the day following the date of rectification notice sent by the dedicated authority in charge of standards, the CNS Mark may continue to be applied to the CNS Mark products manufactured prior to the revision or rescission of national standards described in the preceding paragraph.

The CNS Mark registered manufacturers that complete rectification within the rectification period prescribed in the first paragraph may continue to use the CNS Mark after they have reported to the dedicated authority in charge of standards.

Article 
20
Where changes are made to the content specified in the CNS Mark certificates, the CNS Mark registered manufacturers shall apply to the dedicated authority in charge of standards for issuance of replacement certificates by submitting the original certificates and relevant documents. Where the changes involve relocation of plants, a new application for the CNS Mark shall be made.

The CNS Mark registered manufacturers that do not apply for issuance of replacement certificates in accordance with the provisions of the first paragraph shall be notified for rectification within a specified period. The rectification period may not exceed one month.

Article 
21
If the CNS Mark certificate is lost, damaged or destroyed, the CNS Mark registered manufacturers may apply for re-issuance of certificates.

Article 
22
Where the scope of registration of a CNS Mark registered manufacturer is influenced by the revocation or rescission of the recognition status or alteration of scope of recognition of a recognized QM certification body, the manufacturer shall submit a copy of the QM certificate and the assessment or surveillance report of that year to apply for a change of recognized QM certification body with the dedicated authority in charge of standards. The application shall be made within 3 months following the day of receiving a notice from the dedicated authority in charge of standards. If the application for such changes is not made, manufacturer shall rectify within 1 month following the day of receiving a notice from the dedicated authority in charge of standards.

The application for a change of registered QM certification body mentioned in the preceding paragraph shall be approved if it complies with relevant provisions after review; otherwise, it shall be rejected with reasons stated. The CNS Mark registered manufacturers may apply for a second review within 1 month following the day of receiving the rejection notice.

Article 
23
Where a CNS Mark registered manufacturer takes the initiative to apply for a change of recognized QM certification bodies, it shall submit a copy of the QM certificate and the assessment or surveillance report of that year to the dedicated authority in charge of standards. Application for such changes will not accepted during the rectification period prescribed in the second paragraph of Article 14.

The application mentioned in the preceding paragraph shall be approved if it complies with relevant provisions after review; otherwise, it shall be rejected with reasons stated.

Article 
24
Where the CNS Mark certificates are obtained through fraudulent means, the dedicated authority in charge of standards shall revoke such certificates and request the certificates to be returned by manufacturers.
Article 
25

Under any of the following circumstances, the dedicated authority in charge of standards shall rescind the CNS Mark certificates and request the registered manufacturers to return certificates:

1. Where the required rectification involving marking has not been made within the specified time limit in accordance with the second paragraph of Article 5;

2. Where the CNS Mark fees are not paid;

3. Where the required rectification has not been made within the specified period in accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 14, paragraph 4 of Article 15, paragraph 1 of Article 19, paragraph 2 of Article 20 or paragraph 3 of Article 22;
4. Where violations of paragraph 3 of Article 14, paragraph 5 of Article 15 or paragraph 3 of Article 17 are made, regarding prohibition of the use of CNS Mark during the rectification period or manufacturing suspension period;
5. Where violation of paragraph 2 of Article 16 is made, regarding prohibition of evasion, impediment or denial;
6. Where report was not made in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article 17 and any of the circumstances prescribed in Article 18 is found, or report was made but production not resumed within the period prescribed in paragraph 2 of Article 17; 
7. Where the use of CNS Mark is not reported to the dedicated authority in charge of standards according to paragraph 4 of Article 17;
8. Where the registration of quality management systems has been rescinded; or
9. Where the application for the second review is not made in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 2 of Article 22 or noncompliance still exists after the second review.
Article 
26
Within two months following the day of revocation or rescission of CNS Mark certificates as mentioned in the preceding two Articles, the CNS Mark registered manufacturers shall remove the CNS Mark pattern from the body, packages, containers and delivery notes of the CNS Mark products manufactured prior to the date of rescission or revocation. 

Within six months following the day after confirmation of revocation or rescission as mentioned in the preceding two Articles, the CNS Mark registered manufacturers shall not make a new application for the CNS Mark for the same products subject to revocation or rescission.
Article 
27
Under any of the following circumstances, the dedicated authority in charge of standards shall rescind the CNS Mark certificates and request that the certificates be returned:

1. Where the registered manufacturers apply for cancellation of the CNS Mark certificates;

2. Where the applicable national standards are rescinded;

3. Where the product is announced to be removed from the CNS Mark Product List;

4. Where the company or business registration certificate or factory registration certificate of the registered manufacturer is revoked, rescinded or cancelled by the relevant authorities;

5. Where the registered manufacturers are dissolved or close their business; or
6. Where the plant is moved to other places.
The CNS Mark products manufactured prior to the date of rescission mentioned in the preceding paragraph may continue to bear the CNS Mark within six months from the day following the rescission.

Chapter 4    
Recognition
Article 
28
Regarding the qualification, condition, application procedures, assessment, term of recognition, revocation, rescission and related administrative matters involved in the recognition of testing laboratories, the Regulations Governing Recognition of Designated Testing Laboratories for Commodity Inspection shall apply.

The scope of recognition for testing laboratories shall be announced by the dedicated authority in charge of standards.
Article 
29
A QM certification body (hereinafter referred to as the applicant) that applies for recognition shall be qualified for any of the following criteria:

1. Being accredited by Taiwan Accreditation Foundation; or
2. Being accredited by an accreditation body that is located in the same country as the applicant and that is a member of the Multilateral Recognition Arrangements (MLA) of the International Accreditation Forum, Inc. (IAF) or the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC).
If there is no accreditation body in an applicant’s country, or if the accreditation body located in the applicant’s country has not yet become a member of the IAF MLA or PAC MLA, the accreditation can be obtained from other IAF MLA or PAC MLA member accreditation bodies located in other countries.  When the accreditation body located in an applicant’s country becomes a member of the IAF MLA or PAC MLA, an applicant is required to obtain accreditation from this accreditation body within one year in order to retain recognition.
Article 
30
The range of recognition as mentioned in the preceding Article sought by an applicant shall be limited to those covered in the CNS Mark Product List or in the accreditation scope by accreditation bodies mentioned in the subparagraphs of paragraph 1 of the previous Article.
Article 
31
An applicant shall apply for recognition to the dedicated authority in charge of standards by submitting a completed application form and attaching a copy of an accreditation certificate.
A foreign applicant may authorize an agent who has a domicile or business place within the territory of Taiwan, the Republic of China, to submit the application.
If the application form and copy of accreditation certificate is presented in a language other than Chinese, their Chinese translation shall be submitted at the same time. 
Article 
32
The application for recognition mentioned in the preceding Article shall be granted if it is deemed complying with relevant provisions after review; otherwise, the application shall be rejected. The applicant may apply for the second review within 2 months following the day of receiving the rejection notice.

The term of validity of the recognition shall be five years. An applicant may apply for extension of the term of validity by submitting a new application form within a period of three months prior to the expiration of the recognition. The extended term of validity shall be no more than five years each time.

Article 
33
The dedicated authority in charge of standards may request an applicant or recognized QMS certification body to provide related documents or may dispatch its staff to conduct inspection of an applicant or certification body, where necessary. The applicant or certification body shall not evade, impede or deny such requests for inspection.
Article 
34
A recognized QM certification body shall apply to the dedicated authority in charge of standards for changes to the scope of recognition within three months, if their scope of accreditation has been reduced and the scope of recognition is affected.
Article 
35
A recognized QM certification body will be informed when their registered manufacturers have obtained the CNS Mark certificates. When performing surveillance visits to these manufacturers, the recognized QM certification body shall audit the quality management systems of these manufacturers during annual surveillance visits to:
1. Ensure that the quality management of these organizations continues to comply with the requirements of specified quality management systems;

2. Ensure that the manufacturers maintain the most up-to-date versions of regulations and national standards applicable to the CNS Mark;

3. Ensure that the organizations establish adequate inspection plans for the CNS Mark products in accordance with related inspection standards and devote adequate resources to be certain of continuous compliance of their quality management systems with the requirements.
A recognized QM certification body shall prepare surveillance audit reports and checklists during surveillance visits and send the documents to the dedicated authority in charge of standards within three months of a surveillance visit. Where necessary, the dedicated authority in charge of standards may dispatch staff to conduct the surveillance visits jointly.

Article 
36
A recognized QMS certification body shall inform the dedicated authority in charge of standards of changes in the contents of the registration certificates issued to its registered manufacturers that have been approved by the dedicated authority in charge of standards to use the CNS Mark.

Article 37
The dedicated authority in charge of standards shall revoke all or part of the recognition granted to a QM certification body under any of the following circumstances:

1. If the recognition is obtained through fraudulent means; or

2. If the accreditation certificates have been revoked.
Article 
38
The dedicated authority in charge of standards shall rescind all or part of the recognition granted to a QM certification body under any of the following circumstances:

1.
If a QMS certification body applies for cancellation of recognition;

2.
If the accreditation has been rescinded or the accreditation certificates have been cancelled; or 

3. 
If violation of Articles 33-36 is found.
Chapter 5   
Supplementary Provisions

Article 
39
For CNS Mark products, the dedicated authority in charge of standards shall announce the names of the CNS Mark registered manufacturers, their plants, their registered CNS Mark product names and other relevant information, and publish the information on the Standards Gazette. The same shall apply when the CNS Mark products are subject to a revocation or rescission decision.

Article 
40
These Regulations shall take effect from the date of promulgation.
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