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4.7-1 Flammability requirements for wood



STANDARD IEC/UL 60950-1

APPLICABILITY UL(C-UL) and IEC
(Sub)CLAUSE/ANNEX NUMBER: 4.7
(Sub)CLAUSE/ANNEX HEADING: Resistance to Fire

OTHER RELEVANT (Sub)CLAUSES/ANNEXES Annex A, Annex NAE (4.7.3.1)
(as Applicabie):

DESCRIPTION OF ISSUE:
Type of Issue: Technical

What are the flammability requirements for wood when used in ITE as an enclosure, decorative
or internal part?

APPLICATION GUIDELINE:

Engineering judgment may be used to determine if wood, whether used as an enclosure,
decorative or internal part, is required to be subjected to the flammability testing described in this
Standard.

Constructions of hardwood and presswood of substantial thickness, which will obviously,
through judgment, comply with Annex A testing, may be accepted without test. Other less
substantial constructions of questionable nature with regards to flammability should be tested.

Additionally, flame-spread requirements are applicable for materials that have an exposed
surface area greater than 0.93 m? (12 ft?) or a single dimension larger than 1.83 m (6 ft).

RATIONALE:

Precedence of allowing some wood constructions without test is established in several UL
product categories (e.g. Audio/Video, Household and Commercial Furnishings). The practice
within these categories, and similar precedents within the EDP and Office Appliance categories,
has not indicated a problem.

Furthermore, most wood used in ITE is in a configuration and thickness not considered easily
ignitable considering that it generally is difficult to ignite wood at a location other than at its edge.

For constructions with large surface areas, flame-spread is a valid consideration regardless of
material type or thickness.
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